Pickens landscaper helping restore Furman

By Michael Campbell
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PICKENS ~ Pickens land-
scape architect Rich Huffman is
proud to be involved in returning
the lake at Furman University to
its original natural beauty.

He will tell members of the
Upstate Chapter of the 8.C. Na-
tve Plant Society about the pro-
cess at its meeting April 15 at 7

.m. at Greenville Tech at McAl-
ister Square, 225 5 Pleasantburg
Dr. in Greenville. The meenng 1s
open to the public.

In his presenttion enttled
CWhy Aren't They Curtng the
Grass? The Furman Lake Res-
toration Project” Huftman will
describe the work his company
EarthDesign will do to reha-

bilitate Furman Lake, which has
gradually become a warm, shal-
lowy, stagnant mass of algae.

“The theme behind our
work at the lake 15 to enhance
the water quality by establishing
shoreline buffers and repairing
erosion and bare ground areas,”
Huffman said. “Owver the years,
with an over-abundance of water
fowl and shallow depths, Lake
Furman has become stagnant
and a source for algae blooms.

“We are honored to be a part
of the vision and commitment of
the university to become a leader
in environmental stewardship for
college campuses,” he said,

The school contacred with
Huffman's company, located
in Pickens, to help the campus
meet the ambitous goals of ?)r.
Wade Worthen, a Furman biol-

ogy professor who heads up the
project.

“When we create vegetanon
and change the habitar we will
create 1 more diverse ct::ﬁ:.rm:m,”
he said. “There will be different
kinds of plant and animal life and
a natural system will deaw differ-
ent kinds of birds Burtterflies
will retuen to the area.

“We envision the lake be-
coming an even more valuable
resource for Furman and the sur-
tounding area,” he said.

Huffman's presentation will
focus on the design process he
used to create a comprehensive
restoration clI:rlum for the lake and
irs surrounding watershed.

The lake is to be dredged to
a depth of eight to 10 feet and i3
shoreline stabilized.

Wetland, or marsh islands,

will slow the two steams that
flow into the lake, absorbing
pollutants and excess nutrients.
Many plants will be added, in-
cluding aquatic plants, marginal
aquaric species and wet and up-
land meadow plants, and rain
gardens will be created in appro-
priate areas.

Huffman is probably best
known in this area for his work
on the natural habitar garden
and warter feature at the Pickens
County Museum of Art and His-
tory.

“That’s 2 fine example of
how to practice stewardship by
education and awareness of the
wonderful geology and associ-
ated plant communities of our
county,” he said.

Huffman holds a BA in land-
scape architecture from the Uni-
versity of Georgia. He 1s owner
of EarthDesipn, 2 landscape ar-
chitecture and environmental de-

sign firm located in Pickens and ;

has more than 26 years experi-
ence in designing and executing
natural habitats,

instrumental in
founding the 5.C. Native Plant
Society in 1996. The society is a
non-profit organization commit-
ted to preserving and protecnng
native plant communities in the

He was

srate.

Meetings of the Upstate
chapter alternate between Green-
ville and Central.

For more informanon visit
the Web site at wwwiscnps.org,




