La,ndseaper relies on native habitat for its ideas

To them, indigenous planté. are as beautiful as any others

By Ginny Johnson
PICKERS COUNTY NEWS
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Mative plants, indigenous
shrubs and local appeal are what
sepurate Earth Design from oth-
&t landscape architects. _

Founder Rick Iluffman has
1hived environmental responsibil-
ity with a Southern flair at Earth
Blesign for 11 vears, the last six
with partner Richard Powers.

“We feel that native plants rep-
resent a sense of place of where
we are in the Piedrhont, the
mountaing and foothills of South

Carolinas,” Huffman said. "It 15

part of our mission and philoso-
phy to try to use as much indige-
aous, native plant material as we
can, They can provide just as
much attraction and beauty as
nog-native plants.”

Using such plants in local land-
scapes has become a trend, par-
ticularly in backyards across the
Upstate.

“South Carolina leads the na-
tionn in certified wildhfe back-
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vards,” Hulffman said. “It’s defi-
nitely a thing people want to be a
patole

Besides the designing, Earth
Design also does the dirty work,
installing the plants to their own
specificalions.

The Pickens County Museum
is ane such project.

With pedestrian paths, educa-
tional signage and miniature eco-
systems, Powers said the bmld-
mg's exterior is just as informa-
tive as what's inside.

“TIt showcases the history of
Pickens County and T think (the
garden) follows along in the same
vein and increases the education-
al opportunities for the local resi-
dents and schools,” Powers said.

The muscwn boasts, among
other things, a stream corrdor
complete with mountainous wa-
ters, swamp and carnivorous
plants.

(her projects include the Ta-
ble Rock Visitor's Center, the

Department of Natural Re- |

sources’ Clemson office and the

Walgreens' distribution center in |

Anderson, which is almost entire-
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The company also works on
residential projects, Huffman
zaid.

Earth Design in located at 405

© Johnson St., Pickens, To view ex-

amples of their designs, log onto
www.erthdsgn.com, or, for infor-
mation, call 898-1221.
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Earth Design employees Tim Ragers, left, Andy Kerechanin, Richard Powers, Barbara Berger and Rick
Huffman take pride in the landscape they provided the Pickens County Museum.



